
Math 122             Fall 2008 
 

Handout 1(a):  Who accelerates fastest of them all? 
 
Figure 1 shows a variety of people, animals, weapons and vehicles.  Everything and 
everyone pictured below can reach speeds in excess of 20 km per hour (equivalent to 13 
miles per hour or 5.5 meters per second), and some can go a lot faster. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Figure 1:  The people, animals, weapons and vehicles that you are supposed to rank. 



1. Rank the creatures, people, weapons and vehicles according to the time they 
take to reach a speed of 20 km per hour.  Record your rankings from 1 (i.e. 
gets to a speed of 20 km per hour the quickest) to 8 in Table 1 (below). 

 
 
Person, creature, vehicle or weapon 
 

Rank (1 to 8) 

 
Donovan Bailey 
 
 

 

 
The “Viper” 
 
 

 

 
Magnum .44 bullet 
 
 

 

 
McLaren F-1 GTR 
 
 

 

 
Grumman F-14 Tomcat 
 
 

 

 
Cheetah 
 
 

 

 
Northern Pike 
 
 

 

 
Saturn V Rocket 
 
 

 

 
Table 1. 

 
 


