Math 120

Winter 2009

Handout 1: Politics and Teenage Drug Use

Percentage of HS seniors
who had tried illict drugs
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1984
Year

1993

2002
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James Earl
“Jimmy”’
CARTER

1977-1981
DEMOCRAT
1976: Campaign
platform: De-

criminalize
marijuana

S

_f

Ronald Wilson
REAGAN

1981-1989
REPUBLICAN

1984: “Just
say no”

1985: Manda-
tory drug test-
ing for all
federal workers
1986: Manda-
tory minimum
sentencs for
drug offences

George Herbert
Walker
BUSH

1989-1993
REPUBLICAN

1988: “Zero
tolerance for
drugs” in
acceptance
speech for
nomination
1990: Largest
increase of
funding for anti-
drug programs.

William
Jefferson
CLINTON

1993-2000
DEMOCRAT

1992: “Idid

not inhale.”

1993: Surgeon
General states:
legalizing drugs
may reduce crime
1993: Press
secretary states:
President opposes
legalizing drugs.

AN

George Walker
BUSH

2000-
REPUBLICAN

Aug. 1999: States:
“Have not used
drugs for past 25
years.”

Mar. 2000: Pro-
poses stiffer pen-
alties for 1st time
cocaine users.
Oct. 2000: In-
creases anti-drug
funding by $2.8B.

Which factors seem to influence teenage drug use?




